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Democratic Republic of the Congo
March 4, 2012

Notice: Release of Adopted Children from
Orphanages

Prospective adoptive parents considering adopting in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC) should be aware that the U.S. Embassy has
received reports that a number of legally adopted children, including those
with valid immigration visas to the United States, have not been promptly
released by the orphanages to their new adoptive U.S. citizen parents or
their legal representatives.  In most cases, the orphanages have eventually
released the children into the care of their adoptive parents or legal
representatives.  Police intervention has been reported in some cases at the
request of both orphanages and adoptive parents. 

The U.S. Embassy has limited authority to intervene in these situations, but
encourages adoptive parents in such a situation to notify the Consular
Section.
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